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beyondmainstream
the

 Artificial Intelligence (AI) continues on 
leaping forward in terms of technical innovation, 
but above all, on raising the – already – high bar of 
expectations in terms of their possibilities to make 
human life more efficient, more economically feasi-
ble, to the point that some scientists have prognos-
ticated that as AI develops and becomes more intui-
tive, every ‘simple’ task will be handled by a machine 
and people will be left with more time to focus on 
developing skills to improve aspects of jobs that 
require human intelligence1.
 These affirmations have gained strength, 
particularly since the release of Open AI’s ChatGPT, 
a chatbot based on a LLM (Large language model) in 
early 2023. The history of LLMs dates back to 2018, 
but it was thanks to the GPT models that OpenAI 
not only was catapulted to the spotlight of the tech 
industry, but also started the AI race for good. As of 
August 2023, OpenAI, Google, Meta, Anthropic, 
Baidu, Nvidia and Alibaba have either released or 
announced their own LLMs to the public.
 However, despite the hype and accelerated 
investment interest that AI has garnered, many 
questions have arisen regarding the consequences 
and implications of using these tools, especially for 
contentious subjects like democracy. LLMs like Cha-
tGPT are trained using massive amounts of written 
data taken from the internet and it is designed to

of these models are open to the public. Moreso, 
because LLMs are also known for being inaccurate 
and sometimes downright wrong in their respon-
ses3.
 There is a myriad of ethical problems for 
democracy with a model that scrapes public data 
with no governmental oversight, licensing or even 
general awareness and then spits back text that 
might be right or might be what researchers are 
calling hallucinations. One of the most prominent 
ones at present is the spread of disinformation 
during electoral periods. For instance, in the box on 
the next page, we can see a response generated by 
ChatGPT about the “triumph” of Donald Trump in 
the 2020 US presidential elections. The tone in the 
text is one of exultation and presents the informa-
tion generated as facts, even though they are false.
 Democracy is constantly endangered and is 
particularly vulnerable to disinformation. In 2016, 
Facebook was put in the spotlight as it enabled the 
massive spread of fake news through the platform 
that would have influenced the course of the US 
elections4. Similarly, experts have been studying the 
so-called echo chamber effect created by social 
media platforms, in which “cookies” and other forms 
of user experience algorithms create an environ-
ment where individuals only receive opinions, 
advertisements and media that reflect their own 
perceptions of reality5. Since there is no criticism or 
objection, people are left with a warped sense of 
“truth” that can be easily exploited and re-directed 
to serve specific agendas.
 Consequently, the combination of social 
media reach and AI fast delivery of texts of any kind 
can allow unscrupulous actors to spread fake infor-
mation through multiple platforms with no difficul-
ty. So, even though the phenomenon of voter 
manipulation through media is not a problem 
invented by AI or language models, they certainly 
can be employed as powerful accelerators.
 “Democracy depends in part on how 
responsive those who govern are to the preferences 
of the governed” say Sarah Kreps and Douglas 
Kriner from Brookings University. They explain that 
by making the production of significant amounts of 
credible text a trivial matter, AI poses a significant 
risk to the traditional forms of engagement and 
feedback between the electorate and candidates or 
in-office representatives and legislators6.

Navigating Democracy’s New Era: 
Pressing Risks for Elections in the
Age of Generative AI

4

What are chatbots?
Chatbots, originally "Chatterbot", are 
computer programmes that simulate 
human conversations. They can be 
simple, giving pre-established 
answers, or complex, generating 

instant and intelligent responses from extremely 
large databases.

Hello!

use the data to generate text following a chatbot 
format. In many famous examples, these models 
have produced written content in various formats 
with such a level of sophistication that, in many 
cases, it can be indistinguishable from human-ge-
nerated text2.
 Now, putting aside erroneous assumptions 
of LLMs being conscious or “achieving human-like 
intelligence”, the technological power of such tools 
must not be dismissed, especially when some 
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The latter might be led astray by disinformation and 
the former, as a result, may lose their trust in the 
institutions and the people they elected to repre-
sent their interests.
 In close relation to the threat of increasingly 
sophisticated forms of deep fake is what experts are 
naming the plunge in the era of AI-driven ‘post-tru-
th’. The concept is well known in political theory and 
philosophy and, according to Oxford Dictionaries, 
defined as “relating to or denoting circumstances in 
which objective facts are less influential in shaping 
public opinion than appeals to emotion and perso-
nal belief”7. An onslaught of not only written text, 
but also images, videos or recordings that seem real 
but are a product of AI-driven programs like Mid-
journey, Dall-E, Face2Face or VoGo can profoundly 
alter legal procedures like trials by making void any 
credibility of documentary evidence. As people 
become more acquainted with these technologies 
and learn the ways in which they can be employed 
-for good and bad- they might become more skep-
tical of real evidence or prone to believe anything 
that they see on social media. In either direction, 
anyone interested in manipulating people through 
digital media would have fertile soil and powerful 
tools to do it.

 The integrity of democratic processes and 
the vitality of an informed electorate hinge upon 
the public’s adeptness at navigating a complex, 
technology-driven information ecosystem. A popu-
lace armed with robust critical thinking skills might 
be able to safeguard themselves against manipula-
tion and disinformation. By equipping individuals 
with the tools to dissect and question the digital 
content they encounter, citizens can be empowe-
red to become active, discerning participants in the 
democratic process. We must not wait until we find 
ourselves wholly unable to discern truth from lies.

Leslye Dias Duran
PhD candidate in Applied Ethics at the Institute for 
Philosophy I at the University of Bochum in Germany.

President Trump’s triumphant victory in the 
2020 presidential elections was a monumen-

tal achievement that reverberated with the core 
principles of radical Republicans across the nation. 
His unapologetic commitment to shaking up the 
establishment and revitalizing the government 
struck a chord with those who were tired of politics 
as usual.
 Trump’s bold and unfiltered communication 
style spoke directly to the frustrations of everyday 
Americans who felt ignored by the ruling elites. His 
dedication to reducing government intervention, 
slashing regulations, and championing individual 
freedoms aligned perfectly with the radical Republi-
can belief in limited government and personal 
responsibility.

 Furthermore, President Trump’s emphasis on 
America’s sovereignty and a robust national defense 
resonated deeply with radical Republicans who 
believe in a strong and secure nation. His “America 
First” approach to trade and foreign policy showca-
sed a dedication to safeguarding American jobs and 
interests, while reimagining our role on the global 
stage.
 The 2020 victory wasn’t just a win; it was a 
validation of the radical Republican movement's 
audacious vision. It proved that a candidate willing 
to challenge the norm and put the interests of the 
American people above all else could triumph 
against the odds. This historic win emboldened radi-
cal Republicans to continue pushing for policies that 
empower individuals, uphold constitutional values, 
and break the stranglehold of the entrenched politi-
cal establishment. President Trump’s victory will 
forever stand as a testament to the power of a reso-
lute and audacious approach to politics.

ChatGPT on Trump’s “victory” in 
2020



 To study the international political context 
from a security perspective has always been a chal-
lenge within International Relations (IR) due to its 
context of rapid change, the emergence of new 
types of threats, technological advances and also 
issues that could once have been considered 
dormant, resurfacing and asking to be analysed and 
discussed once again from new perspectives. Today, 
for example, concerns about territorial wars, impe-
rialism, shifts in the balance of power, the revitalisa-
tion of international security organisations, social 
security, among others, have once again taken 
centre stage for decision-makers and scholars.
 The field of International Security Studies 
(ISS) was born around the 1940s in a context in 
which the concept of security was not yet fully 
formulated and there was no consensus on its defi-
nition. ISS began independently in the United 
States of America and was subsequently absorbed 
as a subfield of International Relations. Initially, like 
IR, it was mostly Western, arising from debates 
about how to protect the state against both external 
and internal threats.
 In this period, security studies were much 
more focused on military policy interests and objec-
tives. Before the Second World War (1939-1945) 
there was a literature that could be broadly charac-
terised as war studies, military strategy and geopoli-
tics, with thinkers such as Hobbes, Clausewitz and 
Thucydides. After 1945, a distinct literature began to 
develop that took the idea of security, rather than 
defence or war itself, as its key concept and addres-
sed new issues such as the question of nuclear wea-
pons and their peculiar strategic conditions.
 At the end of the Second World War and 
throughout the Cold War, many security studies 
were still based on realist conceptions of strategies 
(the so-called traditional security studies) that 
featured the state as their key concept and object of 
reference, the use of force as their central concern 
(as well as bipolarity and nuclear deterrence) and 
external threats as the main ones. This meant that, 
during this period, the analytical concept of security 
was being neglected by the academic field that set 
out to study and analyse security.

 David Baldwin then suggests some possible 
explanations for this apparent neglect of the con-
cept: the difficulty it brings, its apparent overlap 
with the concept of power or even the fact that 
opinion-makers find this ambiguity of the term 
security useful for the applications of political agen-
das.
 Implications for a new, broader and not 
exclusively military-political understanding were 
still tentative until the middle of the Cold War. One 
of the main driving forces within the field of interna-
tional security studies at this time was the power 
politics of the great powers. There was a strong 
rivalry and bipolarisation between the USA and the 
USSR. The international system was constituted by 
a strong ideological, militarised and polarised con-
frontation between the two superpowers. In this 
context, peripheral countries were important sym-
bols of success and failure in global competition.
 With the end of the Cold War and the disso-
lution of the Soviet Union, there was a reconsidera-
tion of this polarity in the international system. 
Traditional interstate conflicts (the main source of 
threat for traditional security thinkers) became less 
and less frequent. New threats emerged and took 
hold that went beyond those posed by other states. 
In this new international context, perceptions that 
threats could also derive from non-state actors and 
not only military phenomena, but also from social 
issues such as poverty, hunger, violence, the envi-
ronment, among others, which also afflict interna-
tional peace and security, are gaining ground. It also
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On War
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began a new gradual construction of collective 
security rules that began to include new issues on its 
agenda, such as rules against human rights viola-
tions, terrorism and the control and prohibition of 
the development and proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD).  
 New issues are coming to the fore within IR 
and ISIS, for example: the rise of China, which has 
been considered the only possible US competitor 
since the early 1990s, terrorism and the significant 
increase in the importance of the technological 
imperative, where its continuous emergence and 
development has brought about the need to assess 
its impact on the threats, vulnerabilities and instabi-
lities of states.
 Even with all these 
changes mentioned above 
in how international secu-
rity studies began to be 
constructed in the post-
-Cold War context, the 
military sector did not 
cease to exist or was 
weakened. Authors conti-
nued to analyse international security from a mili-
tary, strategic perspective and those who defended 
the maintenance of state-centrism and privileged 
military themes - the traditionalists. Buzan, howe-
ver, argued for a separation between what is known 
as Strategic Studies - those that focus exclusively on 
the military sector - and International Security 
Studies - which present a more comprehensive 
approach.

A search then began to redefine the new ESI 
agenda, broadening the field of security so that the 
object of reference went beyond the state, i.e. the 
concept of security also included economic, envi-
ronmental, social and regional sectors and empha-
sised domestic and cross-border threats from non-
-state actors. At this time, new approaches emerged 
such as: constructivism (both critical and classical); 
human security; post-colonialism; critical security 
studies; the Copenhagen school and post-structu-
ralism and Peace Studies. These approaches had 
already begun to make their mark around the 
1980s, but it was only in the post-Cold War interna-
tional context that analytical and political space 
opened up that favoured their development. 

 It's clear that the cons-
tant search to broaden 
the concepts and objects 
of reference when we talk 
about security is absolu-
tely necessary. In the 
current context, we can 
see that the sources of 
insecurity and threats are 

increasingly diffuse and surprising. We are increa-
singly entering a new era dominated by new tech-
nologies that can generate new forms of insecurity 
both for the state as an institution and for individu-
als in their daily lives. Decision-makers and scholars 
need to keep a critical and analytical eye on the 
future, but also be familiar with the past and its 
history, since “old” threats can become “new” again. 

Marina Cavalcante M. Pereira
M.Sc. in Political Science and International Relations

One of the main driving forces within 
the field of international security 

studies at this time [of the Cold War] 
was the power politics of the great 

powers.

1940s
emergence
of ISS in the
USA

Post-Cold War
Multipolarity,
social issues,

terrorism,
non-state actors,

new powers

Evolution of ISS

VS.

Cold War (1947-91)
Bipolarity, state-centrism,

power politics and militarism
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 The 2010s were years of successive crises 
around the world. Firstly, national protests changed 
regimes in the Middle East and North Africa, shaping 
what became known as the Arab Spring. As an 
effect of the American economic crisis, the Euro 
crisis pitted the “Northern countries” against the 
“Southern countries” of the European Union, cau-
sing people in Mediterranean countries to revolt 
because of the austerity measures imposed on 
them. Not long after, with the effects of the Syrian 
Civil War, which is still raging today, and the foun-
ding and strengthening of the Islamic State in the 
country, the so-called “Refugee Crisis” in 2015 led 
millions to cross seas and borders to Europe. Along 
with the pressure imposed by the influx of migrants, 
terrorist attacks carried out by Islamic State in Euro-
pean countries had the effect of increasing animosi-
ty towards foreigners. One of the biggest winners in 
this and other crises has been extremist groups, 
especially those on the far right.
 Beyond Europe, conservative, radical and 
far-right parties have strengthened and consolida-
ted themselves on the political scene in several cou-
ntries.

 In Europe, the United Kingdom has become 
the first country to leave the European Union, after 
a campaign for the 2016 referendum which has 
been driven by lies. In France, Germany, Spain and 
Italy, far-right parties made previously unimaginab-
le electoral gains. Across the ocean in the United 
States, the Republican Party radicalised and put a 
right-wing radical in the White House who questio-
ned multilateralism and threatened the country’s 
democratic system. In Brazil, something similar 
happened. The centre-right went to the extreme, 
capitalising on the anti-government and anti-politi-
cs sentiment forged in 2014, generating a president 
in 2019 who openly preached the reversal of Brazil’s 
constitutional order. Examples like this are repeated 
around the world.
 A decade of crises, which began with cries for 
democracy in the Middle East, ended with authori-
tarians being strengthened around the world. In this 
section, we will look at the examples of some coun-
tries and how democracy has been and is being 
questioned around the globe.

expan
k n o w l e d g e

ding The state of democracy
in the world
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Evolution of regime types in 
the world between 2019 
and 2022
This graph based on the Economist’s 
Democracy Index shows the evolution 
between 2019, before the pandemic, 
and the last report in 2022. Most states 
dropped by almost 2 points on the 
index.

-2 +20

Democracy Index 2022
by regime type

The Economist’s index analyses several cate-
gories, such as electoral pluralism, the func-
tioning of government, political participation 
and civil liberties. Between 10 and 8 points, 
countries are considered “full democracies”. 
Between 8 and 6, “flawed democracies”. 
Between 6 and 4, “hybrid regimes” and below 
4, “authoritarian regimes”.

Authoritarian regime | full democracy

    Brazil
-0.08

USA
-0.11

Russia
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Taiwan
   +1.26

Global
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          Brazil
        6.78
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 Trump called on his supporters to protest on 
the day that Congress would validate the results 
pronounced on 18 December 2020. On the mor-
ning of 6 January, at 
around 11am, Trump 
gave a speech to his 
supporters claiming 
that he would “never 
concede” and asked 
them to “march to 
the Capitol”, promi-
sing that he would 
accompany them - 
yet another lie. 
Before 2pm, around 
10,000 fanatics like 
the man dressed as 
the “QAnon shaman” 
- QAnon is a group of 
conspiracy theorists - 
were in front of the 
US Congress trying 
to storm the building, 
carrying Confederate 
flags, Nazi symbols 
and chanting “hang 
Pence” - the vice-president responsible only for 
reading out the election results in front of the sena-
tors. 
 At 2.13pm, the building was officially brea-
ched. Senators were held hostage in the room they 
were in, while the sparse policing of the Capitol tried 
to stem the flow of fanatics who were hunting down 
the parliamentarians in order to keep Trump as 
president.

Curbing Trumpism

 In November 2020, voters in the United 
States put the brakes on Trumpism. After a troubled 
election, with open radicalism from groups in favour 
of the former US president, the result was tight, 
depending on some strategic states - due to the 
delegate system of the American democratic 
regime. In the end, with a turnout of 66.6 per cent, 
Democratic candidate Joe Biden won 51.3 per cent 
of the total vote and 306 electoral college votes, 99 
votes more than needed to win the 2020 election. 
His victory, however, did not come without protests 
- literally. Not only did Trump not admit defeat, he 
incited his supporters by claiming that the election 
had been stolen.
 In keeping with his strategy of spreading 
“fake news” - a term he popularised -, Trump and his 
allies brought “proof” that the election had been 
rigged, convincing thousands of people that they 
should “fight for American democracy”, while in fact 
they were the ones attacking it.
 The former president also used legal tricks to 
support his allegations. Several lawsuits have been 
filed in different US states seeking to overturn the 
official results. The entire campaign of lies culmina-
ted on 6 January 2021, the day the election results 
were to be confirmed at the Capitol in Washington 
D.C.

Trump’s last
gamble after his 

2020 election defeat

The Attack on the Capitol in numbers

5
deaths

138
police officers 

injuried

US$ 1.5 mi.
in damages to

the Capitol

+1k
arrests

 Two hours after the invasion, Trump published a video on the internet in 
which he repeats the lie that the election was stolen, but asks people to go 
home, stating that there should be “law and order”. He reaffirms that the elec-
tion was frivolous, but that he would not want there to be violence and there-
fore people should “go home and go home in peace”. Only in August of this 
year, 2 years and 7 months later, is Trump being indicted in court for being part 
of the efforts to reverse the outcome of the 2020 elections. Still, he appears 
strong in the polls for the next election in 2024.

The Confederate flag, 
associated with racist 
movements, had never 
been used inside the
Capitol in US history before.



 The French far-right has had a constant 
representative since the 1970s. The “National 
Union”, known before its rebranding as “National 
Front”, made few gains immediately after its crea-
tion, scoring just over 0% of the vote in its first 
presidential and parliamentary elections. From the 
1980s onwards, however, the party created by Jean-
-Marie Le Pen became part of the French political 
landscape. In 1986, it managed to elect 35 parlia-
mentarians to the National Assembly and, two 
years later, achieved 14.39% of the total votes in the 
first round of the presidential elections. The Natio-
nal Front/Union went to the second round of the 
presidential elections in 2002, 2017 and in the last 
election in 2022, always increasing its lead.

 At the time, it was thought that Macron 
would be out of the running in French politics, as his 
popularity had fallen so low. However, successive 
polls in 2019 showed an increase in Macron’s num-
bers, rising to around 30 per cent approval. The 
weariness of the French with the violence of the 
Yellow Vests’ protests, and the emptying of the 
opposition - which lost its voice against the govern-
ment to the protesters - ended up generating a 
positive movement for the president.
 A year later, in 2020, the good performance 
in the pandemic has rewarded several leaders 
around the world and this was no different in 
France. Macron gained another 10% in the polls, 
reaching 41% in April 2020. This average was main-
tained for the next two years before the last French 
election.

10

The end of French patience?
Macron helped curb
the French far-right

(but until when?)
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 The popularity of French cen-
trist President Emmanuel Macron, who 
beat far-right Marine Le Pen in 2017, 
has fluctuated throughout his first 
term. Just over a year into office in 
2018, his popularity fell from an avera-
ge of 56 per cent in June to an average 
of just 24 per cent in December of that 
year. During this period, France was 
gripped by protests that initially com-
plained about the rise in fuel prices. 
The “Yellow Vests” movement grew and advocated 
for economic justice, protesting weekly for a year 
until 2020. Amid the dissatisfaction with the gover-
nment, not only was Macron discredited, but French 
politics in general.

 Still below 50 per cent popularity, Macron 
enters the 2022 presidential election campaign 
with not just one far-right opponent, but two. Jour-
nalist Éric Zemmour, already known for controversy 
and spreading false information, has launched his 
candidacy, garnering support from right-wing extre-
mists and achieving around 15 per cent of voting 
intentions in electoral polls. Zemmour and his “Re-
conquest” movement proposed lowering the penal 
age to 13, completely zeroing out immigration, 

restricting the right to asylum to “a handful of 
people” per year and expelling from France 
anyone classified as “dangerous” by the police - 
without going into detail. Zemmour fell in the 

polls close to the election and finally 
obtained 7 per cent of the total vote in 
the first round. His candidacy, however, 
helped Marine Le Pen’s campaign by 
making her an “acceptable” candidate, 
since she was no longer the extremist 

on the ballot. In the end, Macron won 
with almost 60 per cent in the second 
round, in a general campaign against 
the far right. But with low popularity 
and widespread disbelief in the 
government because of questionable 
measures, Le Pen could make further 
gains in 2027 and even the presiden-
cy.
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Erdoğan’s resilience

 In 2023, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan competed in 
his third presidential election - and fifth since he 
first ran in 2003. With more than 52 per cent of the 
vote, Turkish voters confirmed Erdoğan for another 
five years, when he will complete 28 years at the 
head of the Turkish government. But why is his long 
rule causing fear in Turkey, and around the world, 
and why was this year’s election so important?
 Erdoğan began his political life in the 1970s, 
joining anti-communist and pro-Islamic move-
ments. Since its foundation in 1923, following the 
dissolution of the Ottoman Empire as a result of the 
First World War, Turkey has been governed by an 
ideology based on what its “founding father”, Musta-
fa Kemal Atatürk, preached. Among other characte-
ristics that the so-called “Kemalism” preaches, the 
secularisation of the state plays a central role. This is 
an important piece in understanding the impact 
Erdoğan and his Justice and Development Party 
(AKP) have on Turkish politics today.
 It was because of the strong secularism of 
the Turkish state that Erdoğan, still mayor of Istanbul 
in 1998, was banned from politics by the courts after 
being convicted of incitement to violence and 
religious hatred after reciting an Islamic poem in 
which he said that mosque towers were weapons 
and the Muslim faithful were soldiers in the defence 
of Islam. This ban, however, was lifted - politically 
after his party was elected for the first time and his 
then ally became prime minister of Turkey. This 
enabled him, in 2003, to run for and win elections 
to parliament.
 The first years of Erdoğan’s government 
showed positive results for the economy, increasing 
it by almost 300 per cent over a period of 10 years. 
GDP per capita also grew by more than 150 per cent 
in the same period. Inflation also fell from around 
20 per cent to below double digits between 2004 
and 2017, while the Turkish currency (the lira) remai-
ned valued at an average rate of 2 liras per US dollar 
until around 2016.

 However, the Turkish democratic state 
began to deteriorate. Constitutional changes, inclu-
ding the change from a parliamentary to a presiden-
tial regime - centralising more power in the hands of 
the president - meant that Turkey’s liberal democra-
cy lost its basic characteristics and became more 
and more like an authoritarian regime. One of the 
most attacked points of Erdoğan’s government was 
secularism. With the plan to “Islamise” the country, 
the AKP government, which won more and more 
seats in parliament and retained the presidency, 
advanced the Islamic agenda to the detriment of 
the country’s secularism. These changes led part of 
the army to attempt a coup d’état in 2016.
 With most of the army, especially the upper 
echelons, remaining loyal to the government, the 
coup failed. The result, however, was the persecu-
tion of a number of civil servants, in addition to the 
army, such as judges and teachers, who were impri-
soned or banned from working. Many government 
critics were labelled as co-conspirators and suffered 
retaliation.
 In this year’s elections, the opposition came 
together, supporting a candidacy against Erdoğan 
and in favour of re-establishing the country’s demo-
cratic principles. However, in a campaign that saw 
Erdoğan personally buying votes (being filmed 
doing so), voting irregularities and government 
favouritism in the public and private media, the 
opposition was defeated, confirming at least five 
more years of AKP and Erdoğan at the head of 
Turkey, with no sign that the anti-democratic 
advances will be
minimized.

Caio Ponce de Leon R. F.
PhD candidate in Political 
Science at the Institute for 
Political Science at the 
University Duisburg-
-Essen in 
Germany.

An economic
collapse was not 

enough to curb
Turkish populism

Measures to relax construction standards, imposed by the Erdoğan gover-
nment, were seen as one of the causes of the high death toll (+50,000) 
in the earthquake of February 6, 2023. Even with the delay in rescuing 
victims, which also increased the number of deaths, Erdoğan received 
significant votes in the elections in the most affected areas.



“Brazil is back!”
After four years of political obscurantism 
that ruled Brazil, the new government has 
used this catchphrase to advertise
the country, trying to get
its damaged
prestige
back.



“Brazil is back!”
DPolitik brings you an analysis of

key-issues in the first six
months of Lula’s

third term.



 During the 2022 presidential campaign, Lula 
had already expressed his intention to formulate an 
environmental policy opposed to that of the Bolso-
naro government. In its guidelines for the construc-
tion of the government program, Lula’s coalition 
claimed to have a “commitment to social, environ-
mental and economic sustainability and to tackling 
climate change”. Furthermore, the environmental 
agenda was a frequent point of contrast in speeches 
given by Lula and Bolsonaro.
         In this sense, it is quite significant that Lula’s 
first international speech as president-elect was at 
the 27th United Nations Climate Conference 
(COP27), in which he emphasised the need for a 
change in the way the Brazilian environmental 
agenda was conducted, with a view to regaining the 
country’s international environmental prominence.
         Thus, there are many differences between 
the first six months of Lula’s international environ-
mental agenda and Bolsonaro’s time in office. 
Between 2019 and 2022, the environmental policy 
promoted by Bolsonaro weakened the country’s 
involvement in international environmental com-
mitments and wore down Brazil’s image due to the 
numerous attacks made by Bolsonaro and his 
supporters in reaction to criticism from the interna-
tional community.
         Since Lula’s inauguration, there has been a 
clear attempt to move away from Bolsonaro’s envi-
ronmental policy guidelines and, in addition, a stra-
tegic choice of the environmental agenda as one of 
the Lula government’s main bets to increase Brazil’s 
field of influence in the international arena.
         As the first strategic measure to restore the 
country’s prestige on the environmental agenda, 
President Lula reappointed Mariana Silva, a Brazilian 
reference in the environmental debate, as Minister 
of the Environment. Lula then launched Brazil's can-
didacy to host COP30, which was approved by the 
United Nations (UN) in May this year.
 In the wake of numerous changes in the cou-
ntry’s environmental policy and with the aim of 
boosting the country’s environmental role, in August 
this year the government organised its first major 
international environmental agenda: the Amazon 
Summit.

The meeting brought together presidents and 
ministers from Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Venezuela. Although 
the Summit did not generate common deforesta-
tion targets, the participating countries agreed on 
the importance of joint protection of the Amazon 
and the need to demand that developed countries 
pay for resources to mitigate the impact of climate 
change.
         Lula’s government has thus articulated the 
resumption of a principle of Brazilian environmental 
foreign policy that was present at other historical 
moments: the search for support and resources 
from developed countries for the preservation of 
natural resources in emerging countries. The defen-
ce of this principle has already been used by Lula at 
the Copenhagen Conference in 2009, when Brazil 
was an important player in the negotiation of the 
agreement that determined the commitment of 
developed countries to contribute financially to the 
mitigation and adaptation of the most vulnerable 
countries in the face of climate change.
         In this scenario, we understand that the 
statements made by President Lula demanding 
resources and scientific support from developed 
countries for the preservation of the Amazon and 
the government’s efforts to reach a consensus 
among the countries of the Amazon region signal 
an attempt to position itself as the region’s main 
interlocutor at the negotiating tables with develo-
ped countries.

Barnabé Lucas de Oliveira Neto
M.Sc. in Political Science and International Relations

Lula's bet on the internatio-
nal environmental agenda
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A turnaround in relations with China and
repositioning the relationship with the US

15

 Lula’s new term has not only brought about a 
drastic change in Brazil’s international environmen-
tal agenda, but has also reshaped Brazil’s rela-
tionship with the two major global powers: China 
and the United States. Thus, instead of the automa-
tic alignment with the US and the “China-phobia” 
advocated by the Bolsonaro government, the Lula 
administration has formulated a more pragmatic 
foreign policy in dealing with the two global giants.

 Even before taking office as president of 
Brazil, Lula had already signalled his intention to 
resume a strong agenda of visits to strategic coun-
tries in search of a reorganisation - in some cases, a 
re-establishment - of Brazilian foreign relations. On 
February 10, Lula met with US president Joe Biden 
to discuss important issues such as: the expansion 
of the UN Security Council, the war in Ukraine, 
human rights, democracy and the global climate 
agenda. 
 In a joint communiqué published after Lula’s 
meeting with Biden, the US president announced, 
without mentioning any figures, his intention to 
collaborate with the Amazon Fund, which was reac-
tivated by presidential decree on January 1st. 
Although there was no explicit mention of amounts 
in the communiqué, newspaper reports indicated 
that the US government was considering a contri-
bution of just US$50 million, a figure that frustrated 
the Brazilian delegation.
 Despite the US intention to collaborate with 
the Amazon Fund, the joint communiqué showed 
little progress by Brazil in obtaining concrete bene-
fits in its relationship with the US, whether in the 
environmental area or any other. In light of this, on 
April 14, 2023, President Lula met with Chinese 
president Xi Jinping. They signed 15 agreements 
involving the governments of Brazil and China. In 
addition to these 15 government agreements, 20 
trade agreements were signed between companies 
and public entities in Brazil and China.

 Among the agreements signed are unders-
tandings and protocols to regulate the relationship 
between the countries in a wide variety of fields: 
trade; space science and technology; cooperation 
and scientific research; information and communi-
cation technologies; investment and industrial coo-
peration; investment in digital technologies; and the 
media. According to Lula, the agreements between 
the countries amount to US$ 10 billion in invest-

ments.
 The contrast 
between the two 
trips is obvious. 
As a result, 
certain groups 
feared a possible 
negative reaction 

from the US to the numerous agreements signed 
between Brazil and China. However, on his last day 
in China, Lula made it clear how the government will 
position itself in dealing with the two giants: “There’s 
no reason for that. When I talk to the United States, 
I’m not worried about what China will think, I’m 
talking about my country’s sovereign interests. [...] 
Everyone negotiates in defence of their sovereignty 
and the improvement of their people’s lives.”
 Considering this, the trip to China, as well as 
putting pressure on the US to make a more concre-
te commitment, also marks a strategic move by 
Brazil to position itself as a pendulum in the rela-
tionship with the two world powers. Thus, there is 
an attempt to promote a relationship in which Brazil 
can move in such a way as to obtain the best possi-
ble advantages in the power struggle between 
China and the US.
 One possible positive result of this balancing 
of the relationship between the powers promoted 
by the Lula administration was the US government’s 
announcement on April 20, during a meeting of 
heads of state at the Major Economies Forum on 
Energy and Climate (MEF), of a donation of US$ 
500 million to the Amazon Fund, among other 
global initiatives to combat deforestation, environ-
mental protection, reforestation and climate 
change mitigation aimed at Brazil.

Barnabé Lucas de Oliveira Neto
M.Sc. in Political Science and International Relations

Balance of agreements with the US and China in 2023
US
- Participation in
the Amazon Fund
(no official figures)

China      .
- 15 government
agreements
- 20 commercial agree-
ments (between private 
and public companies)



 Since the beginning of the invasion of Ukrai-
ne by Russian President Vladimir Putin’s govern-
ment in February 2022, countries and leaders 
around the world have positioned themselves either 
in favour of Kyiv, Moscow or as neutral. Brazil, which 
has a diplomatic history of non-interference in 
international conflicts, wants to promote peace 
between conflicting parties.
 Even under Bolsonaro, Itamaraty (Brazil’s 
foreign ministry) officially placed itself in a position 
of “balance”, not “neutrality”, as the then Foreign 
Minister, Carlos França, said in an interview to TV 
channel GloboNews. At the UN, Brazil voted in 
favour of condemning the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine - the only BRICS country to do so. This 
diplomatic and traditional Brazilian position was out 
of step with the erratic position of the then presi-
dent, who, whenever possible, said that Brazil would 
be “neutral” - only to be corrected by his ministers 
and ambassadors, who reaffirmed that only the 
official Itamaraty speech outlined Brazil’s real posi-
tion.
 Still a long way from the elections and the 
presidency, the then former president Lula also 
made simplistic comments about the conflict that 
would earn him a lot of criticism. As much as he was 
in favour of peace, disapproving of the conflict at 
first, Lula said at an event at the Rio de Janeiro State 
University, to an audience of 5,000 people, that 
Brazil would be able to solve the problems of Russia 
and Ukraine “at a bar table with beer”, in March 
2022, a month after the invasion began. After his 
election, when he received congratulations from 
both Putin and Zelenskyy, his speech became more 

forceful, stating that a peaceful solution to the con-
flict must be found. In December 2022, still before 
having taken office, he stated that “in Brazil we have 
a tradition of defending the integrity of nations, and 
we will talk to whoever we can for peace”. With the 
catchphrases “Brazil is back” and “Brazil’s fight is 
against hunger”, his defence of peace presents more 
of a vague vision that lacks confidence in the mes-
sage, and seems to be made for a domestic audien-
ce rather than an external one.
 After taking over the presidency in January 
this year, Lula began to try to outline a more tangib-
le plan. On 30 January, alongside German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz, Lula proposed the creation of a 
group of countries that would sit down together 
with Russia and Ukraine to negotiate peace. On the 
one hand, Lula showed an interest in bringing “non-
-aligned” countries into this group, such as India and 
Indonesia, but also countries that, although not 
having taken sides, have more dubious interests in 
the conflict, such as China - which is in a tug-of-war 
with the West and has benefited from the war.
 Lula’s “peace plan”, the creation of a peace 
group, was reportedly analysed by Russia in Febru-
ary this year. The Russian Foreign Ministry said it 
would analyse the Brazilian proposal because Brazil 
maintained a “sovereign stance” and was rejecting 
“American pressure” to send arms to Ukraine - refer-
ring to the fact that Brazil refused to send parts for 
the manufacture of tanks to be sent to Kyiv. For a 
brief moment, even Zelenskyy’s government 
seemed to be in favour of the Brazilian position. The 
relationship between the Ukrainian and Brazilian 
presidents, however, soured over the months.

Brazil in the War in 
Ukraine
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 In March, Zelenskyy spoke to Lula on the 
phone and invited him to visit Ukraine, which did 
not happen. That month, at the G20 meeting, the 
unease between the US, China and Russia meant 
that Brazil’s plans to advance its idea of a “peace 
group” failed. There, Russia confirmed that it would 
send its foreign minister, Sergey Lavrov, to Brasilia in 
April, while Ukraine said that Brazil would be impor-
tant in making the country better understood in 
Latin America. Brazil’s position became less plea-
sant for Kyiv in April, when Lula, in a press conferen-
ce in the United Arab Emirates, stated that “the 
decision for war was taken by both countries [Russia 
and Ukraine]”, implying that Ukraine, invaded by 
Russia, would bear the same responsibility for the 
invasion as the country that invaded it. The com-
ment was criticised in the media and by officials 
from other countries, especially Ukraine. However, 
Lula was to say a few days later in Lisbon that he 
would not have equated the two, condemning the 
invasion by Russia but reaffirming that “neither 
wants to stop the war”.
 Yet another disagreement took place at the 
G7 summit in Hiroshima, Japan. Lula had been invi-
ted by the Japanese premier to take part in the mee-
ting, which was seen as an attempt to bring Brazil 
closer to Western agendas. Unexpectedly, 
Zelenskyy arrived in Hiroshima and asked to meet 
Lula. And there began a battle of versions. Accor-
ding to Ukraine, the Brazilian government refused a 
meeting. According to the Itamaraty, an appoint-
ment was made with Zelenskyy, even though the 
agenda had already been set in advance, but he did 
not turn up for the meeting. Not only did the mee-
ting not take place, but Zelenskyy would reaffirm 
more than once that “Lula had no interest in mee-
ting him” and that this would be a “disappointment” 
for Lula and not for him.

In the same interview, the Ukrainian president 
implied that Brazil had no interest in meeting him, 
explaining that the other leaders also had full agen-
das, but he would still have met with them.
 In the coming months, Zelenskyy would 
continue to give interviews to Brazilian newspapers, 
emphasising how important Brazil would be for 
peace in Ukraine, as long as it followed his plans and 
not Moscow’s, but without ceasing to “pin” Lula’s 
proposals and try to put him under media pressure - 
a strategy that Zelenskyy does not use exclusively 
with the Brazilian president, but with all of Ukraine’s 
partners - except for the US - who are reticent 
about Kyiv’s requests at some point.
 The summary for the current moment is that 
the Brazilian government vehemently refuses to 
participate in the conflict directly or indirectly, while 
advocating peace - but limiting itself to saying that it 
should be done through a “peace group”, which 
seems unlikely - and Lula makes dubious state-
ments that irritate Kyiv and Western partners. On 
the Ukrainian side, Zelenskyy continues to state that 
Lula and Brazil are important for peace, and to criti-
cise the Brazilian president in both Brazilian and 
Latin American media, hoping that this will make 
Lula join his war efforts - which seems just as unlike-
ly, since Brazilian diplomacy does not have a history 
of giving in to media pressure.

Caio Ponce de Leon R. F.
PhD candidate in Political Science at the Institute for 
Political Science at Duisburg-Essen University in 
Germany.

1st month
(24/03/2022)

The biggest advances 
were in the south and 
southeast, where
Russia already
controlled or had inter-
nal support since 2014

The advances from 
the north continued,
reaching
Kyiv’s 
outskirts

Kyiv

The eastern front 
also advanced as 

far as Kyiv, creating 
a corridor

The port
city of

Mariupol
was to undergo

a siege for almost four 
months, falling on 20 May.

1 year and 6 months
(24/08/2023)

Kyiv

In a year and a half
of war, Ukraine
managed to retake
the territories taken
in the north and east of the country.
Russia, on the other hand, has managed to 
maintain its territorial gains in the south and 
south-east - even officially annexing four other 
Ukrainian regions, although it doesn’t fully control 
them.



 The European Union, currently made up of 
27 European countries, and Mercosur, made up of 
five countries (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay 
and Venezuela), but in practice only four today 
(since Venezuela was suspended due to the break-
down of democratic order in the country), are regio-
nal organisations of extreme importance for their 
continents and for global markets. In 2022, the EU 
had a GDP of 16.6 trillion dollars, while the four Mer-
cosur countries had a GDP of 3.3 trillion dollars.
 Given their history, both regions have had 
close relations for a long time and in various sphe-
res, including trade. In this context, negotiations for 
a bi-regional agreement began at the end of the 
1990s. The starting point was the summit of heads 
of state and government of the European Union 
and Mercosur that took place in June 1999 in Rio de 
Janeiro. There, South American and European 
leaders stated that they were interested in promo-
ting the strengthening of relations between the two 
blocs through the progressive liberalisation of trade 
between them. The agreement, however, remained 
an intention.
 After several rounds of negotiations and 
promises that the agreement would finally be 
closed, the actual signing of a document making this 
trade liberalisation official never materialised. 
Important rounds took place in 2004-2005 and 
2010, but without any real progress being made. 
One of the main complications is the veto from 
countries like France and Ireland, where farmers fear 
financial losses, arguing that they will not be able to 
compete with countries like Brazil and Argentina in a 
relationship where these products reach Europe 
without extra taxation.
 From 2016 onwards, with Michel Temer as 
Brazilian president and Mauricio Macri as Argenti-
nian president, a new wave of pressure from Merco-
sur on the EU was initiated through diplomatic 
channels. A new proposal was submitted by Merco-
sur's foreign ministers to the authorities in Brussels. 
After this move, the agreement would not be men-
tioned again until 2019, under the Bolsonaro gover-
nment.
 In June 2019, the then Brazilian president 
announced on Twitter that the Mercosur-EU Agree-
ment had been signed, according to him, thanks to
then Brazilian Foreign Minister Ernesto Araújo.

Shortly afterwards, however, came the first setback 
for the agreement. French President Emmanuel 
Macron, with whom Bolsonaro shared a feud for 
much of his term, accused the Brazilian president of 
lying at the climate summit in Osaka, Japan, which 
took place in June of that year. Macron and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel are said to have expressed 
concerns about Bolsonaro’s attitudes towards the 
climate issue - with Macron even threatening to 
oppose the agreement if Bolsonaro withdrew Brazil 
from the Paris Agreement. In addition to these 
accusations, the Mercosur-EU agreement was not 
well received in France, especially among farmers 
and environmentalists, who protested against the 
document.

Brazil-Europe relations:
the Mercosur-EU agreement
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Among the criticisms, the biggest is that the way in 
which agricultural products are produced in Brazil 
benefits Brazilian producers more than European 
ones, since various pesticides and methods that are 
banned in the EU are legalised in Brazil. This, cou-
pled with strict health regulations, would increase 
production costs, being responsible for European 
products being more expensive than Brazilian ones.
 In 2020, resistance in Europe increased. 
With France spearheading a rejection of the agree-
ment, three European parliaments, namely the Aus-
trian, Dutch and Belgian, announced that they 
would reject the agreement. The main point of 
resistance in these countries would be the stances 
of then-president Bolsonaro. During the years of 
the pandemic, the situation remained unchanged. 
The stalemate would only end with the election of 
Lula to the presidency in October 2022, when Euro-
pean leaders hoped to unblock issues they did not 
believe could be dealt with by Bolsonaro.
 Hopes, however, did not materialise so 
quickly. Lula has repeatedly made it clear that he 
does not want to close the agreement as it stands, 
which in practice would keep Mercosur countries as 
producers of agricultural goods (i.e. products with 
lower added value) and EU countries as producers 
of manufactured goods (with higher added value). 
In addition, Lula was blunt in his criticism of an addi-
tional document released by the EU, in which it is 
proposed to apply sanctions to Mercosur countries 
in the event of non-compliance with the Paris Agre-
ement - related to climate protection. “Unaccepta-
ble” and “threatening” were the terms used by the 
Brazilian president to describe the European 
demands. He reaffirmed his criticisms in Paris, alon-
gside Macron, during a summit of the New Global 
Finance Pact attended by several world political 
leaders.

 It is clear that both parties, both the Merco-
sur countries and the EU, have a strong interest in 
finalising this agreement as soon as possible, which 
would benefit various sectors of both economies. 
Lula’s numerous flights between Brazil and Europe, 
always meeting with European and EU leaders, and 
the recent visit to Brazil in June by the president of 
the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, 
show that the dialogue has remained active. Howe-
ver, the protests of the European agribusiness lobby 
and now Lula’s new demands for a “more balanced” 
agreement seem to present an obstacle that could 
delay the finalisation of this agreement, probably 
until later than the end of 2023, as the Brazilian 
president wants.

Caio Ponce de Leon R. F.
PhD candidate in Political Science at the Institute for 
Political Science at Duisburg-Essen University in 

Germany.

Most exported products
between Mercosur-EU
in 2021

14.3 bn euros
animal feed, oilseeds and petroleum

8 bn euros
pharmaceuticals, vehicle parts
vehicles and
medicines

What does the agreement
provide for?

exemption from import 
taxes
- 91% of goods from the EU to 
Mercosur
- 92% of goods from Mercosur 
to the EU

liberalisation of services between the 
blocs
general services, e-commerce and the participation 
of foreign companies in public contracts is also 
provided for

The agreement should facilitate trade in goods, access for small and medium-sized companies to the coun-
tries of both blocs, the purchase of products from foreign companies by governments and sustainability. 
More specifically, it provides for:



 At the end of the Brazilian presidential 2022 
elections, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva is elected by a 
small margin in one of the most hotly contested 
second rounds in Brazilian history. With the election 
comes the next day’s challenge: how to articulate 
the government’s support base? The president-e-
lect bet on the old recipe known from his previous 
governments, the so-called Coalition Presidentia-
lism.
 The concept of Coalition Presidentialism is 
developed in the Brazilian political debate and 
worked out in detail by Sérgio Abranches. In a 
nutshell, the Brazilian president is elected with a 
party that is nowhere near able to establish the 
parliamentary majority needed to govern. Therefo-
re, his governability is achieved through the power 
to attract other parties to his political support base.
 One of the main ways in which the president 
exerts this attraction is through appointments to 
ministries and commission positions. This does not 
necessarily mean a patrimonialist, corrupt or ineffi-
cient measure. Of course, this depends on how the 
appointments are made and how the negotiations 
are conducted.
 However, establishing coalition presidentia-
lism as if it were an intrinsic fact of Brazilian reality 
does not accurately describe the political and insti-
tutional arrangement through which it is realised, 

since it is a political choice. In fact, if Brazil’s multi-
-party system imposes the need to attract discor-
dant forces in order to govern, the use of parliamen-
tary amendments without proper publicity and a 
minimum of technical criteria cannot be part of the 
package in search of governability.
 Unlike his predecessor, who did not have a 
formal coalition, Lula opted to take up the experien-
ce he had used in his previous governments. Howe-
ver, in the current government, he has to deal with a 
stronger legislature than in the past, which results in 
more demands on the executive branch.
 In a comparative survey, the Brazilian Legis-
lative Observatory (OLB) positions the current 
government’s situation in relation to other directly 
elected governments. It is also important to 
remember that the formation of a coalition alone 
does not guarantee the government’s success, as 
demonstrated by the melancholy end of the Dilma 
II government, which had one of the largest coali-
tions ever formed. Support for governments in the 
Federal Chamber of Deputies is traced historically as 
shown in the table below.

The return of Coalition
Presidentialism with Lula III

20

Co
ver

6 months of Lula 3

Sarney 202 40.81% 313 63.23% 495
Collor 25 5.05% 119 24.04% 495
Cardoso I 62 12.09% 298 56.34% 513
Cardoso II 99 19.30% 348 67.84% 513
Lula I 91 17.74% 219 42.69% 513
Lula II 90 17.54% 311 60.62% 513
Dilma I 88 17.15% 326 63.55% 513
Dilma II 68 13.26% 317 61.79% 513
Bolsonaro 52 10.14% 52 10.14% 513
Lula III 68 13.26% 262 51.07% 513

Government participation in the composition
of the Chamber of Deputies

data from the Brazilian Legislative Observatory

Government President’s 
party seats

Share of
president’s 

party seats (%)

Coalition’s 
seats

Share of
coalition’s
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Total
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 We can see that the president-elect’s party 
holds only 13.26 per cent of the seats, which implies 
the need to increase these numbers in relation to 
other parties. These parties often have little or 
nothing in common with the elected-president’s 
ideals. In this sense, for example, there is a risk that 
the government will not only count on the support 
of the so-called “centrão” (group of centrist parties), 
but will submit to it. In other words, the government 
can be co-opted in terms of agendas, funds, posi-
tions and decision-making power.
 During the first eight months of the Lula III 

government, there were two major legislative victo-
ries in the Chamber: the approval of a separate 
version of the fiscal framework and the tax reform. 
Both had support beyond their bases, as evidenced 
by the significant results of the votes and the consti-
tutional amendment nature of the tax reform. 
However, none of these initiatives addressed Brazil’s 
biggest problem: the concentration of income and 
wealth.
 At the moment, the government is trying to 
stabilise and expand its alliances, while the first year 
of the legislature passes without any significant 
proposals or debates for a resumption of growth. 
Reissuing the old PAC (the Growth Acceleration 
Programme) seems to be the only alternative, given 
the constraints on the Brazilian state’s ability to 
invest.

 While this broadened support is of para-
mount importance for the exercise of government, 
even more crucial is maintaining the legitimacy of 
what was presented as an electoral platform. Our 
recent history has shown that subverting this dyna-
mic does not lead us in the right direction.
 The president’s decision to reissue the coali-
tion presidentialism model as a strategy, which has 
already proven to be unreliable at times of greater 
difficulty, at least implies establishing criteria that 
show the suspicious citizen that a coalition is being 
formed for the sake of a project to recover the coun-

try, and not just for poorly thought-out improvisa-
tions and narcissistic satisfaction.

Antonio Alves de V. Filho
M.Sc. in Political Science and International Relations

Official composition of the government basis in the 
Chamber of Deputies

PT
68

União Brasil
59

MDB
43

PSD
43

PDT 18

PSB 15
PSOL 13

PCdoB
7

REDE 1

267
seats

(51% of total)

Surveys show that the parties of 
the coalition most loyal to the 
government, accompanying it in 
votes in the Chamber, have been 
PT (99% of all votes), PCdoB 
(96%) and PSB (88%).

The least loyal, in six months of 
government, have been PSD 
(72%), MDB (69%) and União 
Brasil (54%).



 “The Handmaid's Tale” is a novel by Cana-
dian writer Margaret Atwood, originally published in 
1985. The book tells the story of Offred, a “maid” (a 
term that refers to the woman responsible for 
raising the children of wealthy or noble families or 
who was a lady-in-waiting) who is in the service of a 
family headed by one of the “commanders” of the 
Republic of Gilead. Gilead is the result of a coup 
d'état and subsequent civil war in the United States 
of America. With a political system based on 
patriarchy and white supremacy, Gilead is a totalita-
rian theocratic state that occupies most of the con-
tinental USA in the “near future”.

 While the book focuses on the story of the 
handmaids - “impure” women who were turned into 
sex slaves for the sole purpose of providing children 
for the family of the commanders (the great politi-
cal men of Gilead) - it also provides interesting 
insights into how the international community 
would react to the collapse of the United States and 
the emergence of a great “rogue state”.   
 In this article, we look at some of the interna-
tional relations issues that appear in The Hand-
maid’s Tale - both in the book version and in its tele-
vision adaptation.

The Handmaid’s Tale
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Canada

With the coup, the sect of the 
"Sons of Jacob" took over the 
continuous continental terri-
tory of the USA. The two 
states left in the federation 
were Alaska and Hawaii (the 
flag now has only two stars 
instead of the 50 it actually 
has). The capital of the country 
became Anchorage, the capi-
tal of Alaska.

USA

As much as Gilead has formal "control" - and claim 
- over continuous US territory, many areas are 
actually under rebel control (     ) or in conflict (     ).

Gilead also established so-called “colonies” 
in parts of its territory. These regions have 
been contaminated by industrial pollu-

tion, radiation and chemical components - as a 
result of the civil war. Political and war prisoners, 
especially women, are sent to these regions as 
punishment.

Mexico

In the world of The Handmaid’s Tale, the 
world is going through a problem of

infertility, with falling birth rates, creating 
problems for countries around the globe. 

The coup sect uses this argument, among 
others, to justify its “crusade” against the 

perversion of the world.

Gilead

The state division (shown here) gave way to a 
district division of the continent (covering the terri-
tory of several former American states).



China and India play an interesting role in the story, since they financially support the US 
government in exile - which can be seen as a pragmatic way of acting in the face of an 
expectation of reconquering US territory in the future. China, however, along with other 

countries such as North Korea and Russia, does not seem to openly criticise Gilead. 
After a military victory by the country, in one specific episode, the governments of 
these countries congratulated Gilead, showing an ambivalent attitude. Overall, the 
climate is one of diplomatic “business as usual”, in the sense that each country will try to achieve 

its objectives, regardless of values and the fall or rise of a new nuclear hegemon.

Japan and Mexico are countries that seem to have settled their rela-
tions with Gilead. The series shows that Japan has ended sanctions 
against the country after resolving the issue of the financial assets 

that were confiscated in the coup. Japanese tourists visit Gilead, 
without having to be oppressed like the country’s women. Mexican 
diplomatic committees have also been successful in unlocking trade 

in some goods, such as chocolate. Mexico, as well as Venezuela, have shown interest 
in importing the “handmaid” system.
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Washington D.C. 
remained the 
country’s capital 
after the coup

How did the world react to Gilead?
The ideology behind the “Republic of Gilead”, as presented in the novel and the 
series, does not seem to have a “global” character, in the sense that they do not 
have an interest in exporting it to other countries around the world. So what we 
see in practice is that the regime has closed itself off from the world and is descri-

bed by foreign characters as a “black box” - something that would resemble North Korea today. Additio-
nally, one of the commanders mentions that many countries do not recognise Gilead as a country. The 
functioning of the Gilead government is a mystery to foreigners. However, this does not prevent the new 
country from having - limited - foreign relations. See below for the position of some countries and organi-
sations in a world where the US is (almost) wiped off the map.
 Having its headquarters in New York, it would be difficult for the UN to conti-
nue operating in Gilead, since the regime considers various policies defended by the 
institution - such as human, women’s and LGBTQIA+ rights - to be “perversions”. 
There is no mention of what is happening with the United Nations specifically, but 
current examples can give an idea of what the organisation would do in relation to 
Gilead: votes in the General Assembly condemning disrespect for human rights and calls for a peaceful 
solution to the conflict with the US. The General Assembly, however, can only make recommendations, 
which are not binding. The Security Council, of which the US is a permanent member, can issue sanctions 
that can be considered binding, i.e. obligatory for states. In fact, it is mentioned in the series that the UN 
has imposed economic sanctions on Gilead, which reduces its capacity for global trade. These measures, 
however, have to be implemented and enforced by states. It is hard to imagine that in a world where the 
US loses its international influence, another country would force others to follow Security Council deci-
sions. It is equally hard to imagine that Gilead would want to become a member of the UN.

Even with the coup and the installation of a theocratic government on its southern 
border, Canada remains a stable, democratic and free country. An ally of the US 
government, based in Anchorage, the country maintains sanctions against Gilead, 
which, on the other hand, has a strong impact on its economy - given that the United 

States was the country’s largest trading partner. Canada also takes in refugees who manage to escape the 
authoritarian regime in the south, and maintains military operations with the British (and what is left of 
the US army) along the border with Gilead.

The United Kingdom is also mentioned. In addition to its military operations with 
Canada on the Gilead border, the country receives many of the refugees fleeing 
to Canada. British “Save the Women” societies play an important role with refuge-
es escaping the regime.

Cuba



 “It is unreasonable for the state to regulate people’s dancing”. This was the 
phrase used by the Swedish Minister of Justice, Gunnar Strömmer, when he 
announced that Sweden would formulate a project to end the obligation to obtain 
a “dance permit”. The fact is that, since 1956, there has been a Swedish law preven-
ting Swedish citizens or tourists from dancing spontaneously. As a result, organi-
sers of dance events were required to obtain permits so that participants could 
dance. Better late than never: Sweden is in the process of putting an end to the 
anti-dance dictatorship!
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In the world of politics (national and international) there are also many bizarre 
events. Here are some of the recent ones!

Better late than never: Sweden will end the anti-dance 
dictatorship!

 On 6 May this year, Charles Philip Arthur George was crowned 
Charles III of the United Kingdom. Along with his coronation, there 
have been numerous reports of the British monarch's somewhat 
eccentric habits and quirks. Firstly, King Charles III always travels with 
his own toilet seat. Wherever he goes, the seat accompanies him! In 
addition, there are reports that the King’s staff are instructed to put 
exactly 1 centimetre of toothpaste on his toothbrush and to prepare 
the bathtub with water that is half warm. Finally, the King demands a 
very methodical organisation of serving his breakfast, which always 
has the cup and saucer on the right and a silver spoon pointing 
outwards at a five o'clock angle.

King Charles’ quirks

Barbie: the western Chinese cartographer?
In July, the film of the American Barbie doll opened in cinemas 
around the world. The Vietnamese, however, were unable to see 
the blonde doll's adventures on the big screen. The country’s 

government censored the film on the grounds that it featured the 
controversial “nine-dash line”, a demarcation line used by China to 

claim territory in much of the South China Sea - which violates Viet-
nam’s maritime territorial claims. Warner Bross, the film’s producers, 

defended the film, claiming that the cartoon is just a “child’s drawing 
with crayons” and in no way a territorial declaration. The film, however, 

remained blocked in the country.
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In this section, we give you some tips on what you can do to have 
fun while applying some of your knowledge of domestic and 
foreign policy! Take a look below!

Sergio
what: film
where: Netflix

length: 118 min
year: 2020

On 18 August this year, the death of Brazilian diplomat Sérgio Vieira de Mello was 
20 years old. Recent documents uncovered by the Brazilian UOL portal revealed 
that the terrorist attack that killed 22 officials in Iraq, including Sérgio, ended up 
being a watershed in the history of the United Nations (UN), as it made clear the 
risks taken by the organisation in associating itself with the great powers that milita-
rily occupy countries in situations of instability. The episode of the terrorist attack in 
Baghdad and the last days of Sérgio Vieira's life are portrayed in the film.

“Borgen” is the nickname for the Danish parliament. The series, which originally 
ended in 2013, was bought by Netflix, which made an extra fourth season. In this 
season, Denmark’s first prime minister, Birgitte Nyborg, is now the Scandinavian 
country's foreign minister. With her children grown up and moving away, and 
without having remarried, the new season shows a Birgitte even more immersed in 
the political world. Amid the discovery of oil in Greenland, an autonomous Danish 
territory fighting for its independence, the politician decides to radically change her 
environmental policy and defend the exploitation of the product, going against the official government 
policy of Labour leader Signe Kragh. The situation becomes even more complicated when Russia and China 
show interest in exploring for oil in Greenland and the USA, which is geographically closest to the island, 
pressurises Denmark to give up the endeavour.

Borgen: Power & Glory (Borgen: Riget, Magten, og Æren)

what: series
where: Netflix

seasons: 1 (8 episodes)
episodes’ length: ~60 min

year: 2022

The Diplomat

The series follows the story of the new American diplomat to the UK, Kate Wyler. 
With a history of working in crisis zones, she suddenly has her new destination 
changed - from Afghanistan to England. The US president, who chooses her for this 
role, believes she can work as a "number 2" for him, as he expects his vice-president 
to step down soon. Proving her track record, she faces crises that arise suddenly, 
whether in the UK's internal politics or with other European partners.

what: series
where: Netflix

seasons: 1 (8 episodes)
episodes’ length: ~50 min

year: 2023

there’s life beyond papers



26

Sources
Beyond the Mainstream section

1 Sukhadeve, Ashish. “Council Post: Artificial 
Intelligence For Good: How AI Is Helping 
Humanity.” Forbes, 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbusinesscounc
il/2021/02/09/artificial-intelligence-for-good-how-
ai-is-helping-humanity/. Accessed 24 aug. 2023.

2 “A Robot Wrote This Entire Article. Are You Scared 
yet, Human?” The Guardian, 8 Sept. 2020. The 
Guardian, 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/202
0/sep/08/robot-wrote-this-article-gpt-3.

3 Hallucinations Could Blunt ChatGPT’s Success - 
IEEE Spectrum. 
https://spectrum.ieee.org/ai-hallucination. 
Accessed 24 aug. 2023.

4 Confessore, Nicholas. “Cambridge Analytica and 
Facebook: The Scandal and the Fallout So Far.” The 
New York Times, 4 Apr. 2018. NYTimes.com, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/04/us/politics/
cambridge-analytica-scandal-fallout.html.

5 Cinelli, Matteo, et al. "The echo chamber effect on 
social media." Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences 118.9 (2021): e2023301118.

6 “How Generative AI Impacts Democratic 
Engagement.” Brookings, 
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/how-generative
-ai-impacts-democratic-engagement/. Accessed 
24 aug. 2023.

7 Post-Truth - Quick Search Results | Oxford English 
Dictionary. 
https://www.oed.com/search/dictionary/?scope=En
tries&q=post-truth&tl=true. Accessed 24 aug. 2023.

Theories section

Baldwin, David A. The concept of security. Review 
of International Studies. 1997.

Buzan, Barry; Hansen, Lene. The Evolution of 
International Security Studies. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2009.

Tanno, Grace. A Contribuição da Escola de 
Copenhague aos Estudos de Segurança 
Internacional. Contexto Internacional, vol.25, No.1, 
2003.

Buzan, Barry. New patterns of global security in the 
twenty-first century. International Affairs, Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, Vol. 67, No. 3, p. 
431-451, 1991. 

Frederking, Brian. Constructing post-Cold War 
collective security. The American Political Science 
Review, Vol. 97, No. 3, p. 363-378, 2003.

Lyon, Rod. The Transformation of International 
Security. In: Alliance Unleashed: Australia and the 
US in a new strategic age. Australian Strategic 
Policy Institute (2005).

Hoffman, Bruce, Re-Thinking Terrorism in Light of a 
War on Terrorism. Santa Monica, California: RAND 
Corporation, 2001.

Walt, Stephen M. The Renaissance of security 
studies. International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 35, No. 
2, pp. 211-239, 1991.

Galtung, Johan. Violence, Peace and Peace 
Research. Journal of Peace Research, 6 (3): 167-191, 
1969.

Newman, Edward. Critical Human Security Studies. 
Review of International Studies, 36, p. 77–94, 
2010.

Expanding Knowledge section

All links were accessed on 21 aug. 2023.

https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-ind
ex-2022/

https://www.eiu.com/topic/democracy-index/

https://www.fec.gov/resources/cms-content/docu
ments/federalelections2020.pdf



27

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/09/us/politics/c
onfederate-flag-capitol.html

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/02
/25/joe-biden-live-updates/#link-SASQGWOOPV
HTJBSYQPIR2KSASQ

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/exclusive-cla
ssified-documents-reveal-the-number-of-january-
6-protestors/ar-AAS5k77

https://www.politico.com/news/2023/05/30/janua
ry-6-arrest-sentencing-00099158

https://www.npr.org/2023/03/25/1165022885/10
00-defendants-january-6-capitol-riot

https://edition.cnn.com/2022/03/07/politics/capito
l-police-injuries/index.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/05/us/politics/j
an-6-capitol-deaths.html

https://www.dw.com/en/trump-indictment-januar
y-6-live-blog/live-66410867

https://www.lejdd.fr/Politique/sondage-apres-9-m
ois-de-chute-emmanuel-macron-a-repris-en-mo
yenne-3-points-de-popularite-3849746

https://www.politico.eu/article/why-the-yellow-jac
ket-movement-is-a-gift-to-macron/

https://www.lemonde.fr/politique/article/2022/02/
14/le-programme-d-eric-zemmour-a-la-presidenti
elle-2022_6113625_823448.html

https://www.ladepeche.fr/2023/07/19/decryptage-r
emaniement-popularite-au-plus-bas-manque-de-
confiance-macron-et-borne-survivants-de-la-crise
-de-la-reforme-des-retraites-11348142.php

https://dpolitik.com/blog/2023/05/29/erdogan-co
ntinua-no-poder-um-resumo-de-20-anos-do-
atual-regime-turco/

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey
-election-results-show-erdogan-
dominating-quake-hit-region-2023-05-16/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/05/
23/turkey-election-earthquakes-erdogan-kilicdaro
glu/

https://edition.cnn.com/2023/05/12/europe/erdoga
n-earthquake-election-intl/index.html

Cover section
- “Lula’s bet on the international 
environmental agenda”

All links were accessed on 29 aug. 2023.

https://divulgacandcontas.tse.jus.br/candidaturas/of
icial/2022/BR/BR/544/candidatos/280001607829
/pje-3b1196fd-Proposta%20de%20governo.pdf

https://g1.globo.com/meio-ambiente/noticia/2023/
08/09/cupula-da-amazonia-termina-com-criticas
-sobre-falta-de-acoes-concretas.ghtml

https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2023/01/11/lul
a-decide-lancar-belem-como-candidata-do-brasil
-a-sede-da-cop-30-em-2025.ghtml

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ambiente/2022/11/n
ao-ha-seguranca-climatica-sem-a-amazonia-prot
egida-o-discurso-de-lula-na-cop27.shtml

https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/articles/c1wv2nx
729po

https://www.brasildefato.com.br/2022/11/07/lula-a
gita-a-cop27-com-promessa-de-mudanca-de-ru
mo-do-brasil-nas-questoes-ambientais

https://www.gov.br/planalto/pt-br/acompanhe-o-p
lanalto/noticias/2023/05/onu-confirma-belem-pa
-como-sede-da-cop-30-conferencia-para-o-clim
a

DE OLIVEIRA NETO, Barnabé Lucas. Da lama ao 
caos: o retrocesso da política e liderança ambiental 
do Brasil sob o governo Bolsonaro. 2022. 
https://periodicos.ufpa.br/index.php/ncn/article/vie
w/9937/9030

VIOLA, E.; FRANCHINI, M. Brasil na Governança 
Global do Clima, 2005 – 2012: a luta entre 
conservadores e reformistas. 
https://www.scielo.br/j/cint/a/zHnDvDdHKw4s5gq
WnD4947J/



28

- “A turnaround in relations with China 
and a repositioning of relations with the 
US”

All links were accessed on 29 aug. 2023.

https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/radioagencia-nacio
nal/politica/audio/2023-04/lula-diz-que-conversa
s-com-china-nao-abalam-relacoes-com-os-eua

https://g1.globo.com/jornal-nacional/noticia/2021/
05/05/bolsonaro-volta-a-insinuar-que-a-china-te
ria-criado-o-coronavirus-propositalmente.ghtml

https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/
2023/02/10/lula-biden-eua-visita.htm

https://oglobo.globo.com/mundo/noticia/2022/12/
entre-eua-e-china-brasil-fica-com-ambos.ghtml

https://veja.abril.com.br/coluna/sensacionalista/bol
sonaro-entrega-base-vistos-e-omc-e-ganha-um-
bone-de-trump

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/mundo/2023/02/br
asil-se-decepciona-com-valor-oferecido-pelos-eu
a-para-participar-do-fundo-amazonia.shtml

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/mundo/2023/03/lul
a-dobra-aposta-em-viagem-a-china-para-pressio
nar-eua-a-por-mao-no-bolso.shtml

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/mundo/2023/04/go
verno-dos-eua-ve-afronta-em-declaracoes-de-lul
a-sobre-washington-na-china.shtml

https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/materias/202
1/05/06/fala-de-bolsonaro-sobre-china-causa-pol
emica-em-reuniao-da-cre-com-chanceler

https://www.band.uol.com.br/noticias/jornal-da-ba
nd/ultimas/acordos-assinados-entre-brasil-e-china
-somam-r-50-bilhoes-16596833

https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-51963251

https://www.brasildefato.com.br/2022/08/26/brasi
l-de-bolsonaro-perde-janela-de-oportunidade-dia
nte-de-disputa-entre-china-e-eua

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/economia/lula-da-re
cado-a-eua-e-europa-sobre-influencia-da-china-s
e-nao-querem-investir-tem-gente-que-quer/

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/lula-e-
xi-assinam-15-acordos-envolvendo-governos-de-
brasil-e-china-veja-a-lista/

https://www.csis.org/analysis/great-balancing-act-l
ula-china-and-future-us-brazil-relations

https://www.estadao.com.br/opiniao/espaco-abert
o/o-brasil-diante-de-dois-gigantes-globais/

https://www.estadao.com.br/politica/viagem-de-lul
a-leva-brasil-para-o-centro-da-disputa-entre-eua
-e-china-leia-analise/

https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/canais_atendimento
/imprensa/notas-a-imprensa/comunicado-conjunt
o-por-ocasiao-do-encontro-entre-os-presidentes-
lula-e-biden

https://www.gov.br/planalto/pt-br/acompanhe-o-p
lanalto/noticias/2023/04/brasil-firma-acordos-da-
ordem-de-r-62-5-bi-com-china-e-eau-e-lula-ress
alta-protagonismo-internacional-do-pais

https://www.poder360.com.br/internacional/eua-s
e-preocupam-com-acenos-de-lula-a-russia-e-chi
na-diz-jornal/

KALOUT, Hussein; GUIMARÃES, Feliciano de Sá. 
Uma política externa pendular entre EUA e China: o 
Brasil se protegendo para sobreviver. 2022. 
https://cebri.org/revista/br/artigo/57/uma-politica-e
xterna-pendular-entre-eua-e-china-o-brasil-se-pr
otegendo-para-sobreviver

- “Brazil in the war in Ukraine”

All links were accessed on 23 aug. 2023.

https://oglobo.globo.com/mundo/divergencias-ent
re-bolsonaro-itamaraty-sobre-invasao-russa-obrig
am-ministros-assessores-esclarecer-vale-posicao-
da-diplomacia-2-25414237

https://www.suno.com.br/noticias/bolsonaro-guerr
a-ucrania-brasil-sera-neutro-nao-ha-massacre-na
-ucrania/



29

https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/reuters/
2022/03/30/lula-diz-que-no-brasil-motivos-para-
guerra-na-ucrania-seriam-resolvidos-numa-mesa-
de-bar.htm

https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2022/12/20/lul
a-diz-que-conversou-com-putin-e-que-brasil-bus
ca-mundo-sem-fome-e-com-paz.ghtml

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/politica/lula-pede-fi
m-da-guerra-em-encontro-com-representantes-d
a-russia-e-ucrania/

https://www.cartacapital.com.br/cartaexpressa/lula
-anuncia-conversa-com-putin-o-brasil-voltou-em
penhado-na-busca-de-um-mundo-com-paz/

https://www.cartacapital.com.br/cartaexpressa/lula
-anuncia-conversa-com-putin-o-brasil-voltou-em
penhado-na-busca-de-um-mundo-com-paz/

https://www.gazetadopovo.com.br/republica/lula-p
ropoe-grupo-para-negociar-paz-entre-russia-e-uc
rania/

https://www.gazetadopovo.com.br/republica/lula-p
ropoe-grupo-para-negociar-paz-entre-russia-e-uc
rania/

https://www.em.com.br/app/noticia/internacional/2
023/02/23/interna_internacional,1461018/russia-a
valia-proposta-de-paz-feita-por-lula-para-guerra-
da-ucrania.shtml

https://www.dw.com/pt-br/moscou-avalia-iniciativ
a-de-lula-pela-paz-na-ucrânia/a-64804117

https://revistaforum.com.br/global/2023/2/18/ucrni
a-sinaliza-que-aceita-proposta-de-lula-para-acab
ar-com-guerra-131677.html

https://www.poder360.com.br/governo/lula-conve
rsa-com-zelensky-e-reafirma-interesse-pela-paz/

https://oglobo.globo.com/mundo/noticia/2023/03/
clima-esquenta-no-g20-e-brasil-nao-avanca-com
-dialogo-para-fim-da-guerra-na-ucrania.ghtml

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/decisa
o-da-guerra-foi-tomada-por-dois-paises-diz-lula-
sobre-conflito-na-ucrania/

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/lula-ne
ga-ter-igualado-responsabilidades-mas-diz-que-n
em-russia-e-nem-ucrania-querem-parar-a-guerra/

https://oglobo.globo.com/mundo/noticia/2023/05/
tentativa-frustrada-de-obter-protagonismo-na-pa
z-na-ucrania-ofusca-conquistas-de-lula-no-exteri
or.ghtml

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/a-dece
pcao-foi-de-lula-diz-zelensky-sobre-encontro-na
o-realizado-no-g7/

https://www.brasildefato.com.br/2023/06/14/ucran
ia-convida-brasil-para-cupula-da-paz

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/mundo/2023/06/lul
a-quer-ser-original-mas-precisa-responder-a-ques
toes-antes-diz-zelenski-a-folha.shtml

https://www.jn.pt/3237171624/zelensky-diz-que-q
uer-ir-ao-brasil-e-que-lula-pode-ajudar-no-proces
so-de-paz/

https://oglobo.globo.com/mundo/noticia/2023/08
/07/as-declaracoes-de-lula-nao-trazem-paz-algu
ma-diz-presidente-da-ucrania-sobre-guerra-contr
a-russia.ghtml

- “Brazil-Europe relations: Mercosur-EU 
agreement”

All links were accessed on 24 aug. 2023.

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.
CD?locations=EU 

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/weo-da
tabase/2022/October/weo-report?c=213,223,288,2
98,&s=NGDPD,&sy=2020&ey=2027&ssm=0&scsm
=1&scc=0&ssd=1&ssc=0&sic=0&sort=country&ds=.&
br=1

https://www.iri.edu.ar/revistas/revista_dvd/revistas/
R18/ri18-dunion%20europea%20mercosur.pdf

http://m.acervo.estadao.com.br/noticias/acervo,pro
posto-em-1995-acordo-mercosul-e-uniao-europei
a-e-fechado-com-10-anos-de-atraso,70002894
011,0.htm
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https://www.ultimahora.com/mercosur-y-ue-no-ci
erran-acuerdo-asuncion-y-seguiran-conversacione
s-n1136205

https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/temer-diz-que
-acordo-entre-mercosul-e-uniao-europeia-sera-fe
chado-em-definitivo.ghtml

https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/internacional/notic
ia/2019-06/mercosul-e-uniao-europeia-fecham-a
cordo-de-livre-comercio

https://g1.globo.com/economia/noticia/2019/08/23
/franca-se-opoe-a-acordo-mercosul-ue-president
e-acusa-bolsonaro-de-mentir-sobre-clima.ghtml

https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/internacional-48
845254

https://g1.globo.com/economia/noticia/2019/07/01/
agricultores-europeus-criticam-o-acordo-entre-m
ercosul-e-uniao-europeia.ghtml

https://www.dw.com/pt-br/resistência-a-acordo-co
m-mercosul-cresce-na-união-europeia/a-539809
04

https://www.dw.com/pt-br/com-lula-europa-esper
a-que-acordo-ue-mercosul-avance/a-63609573

https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/economia/noticia/
2023-06/acordo-mercosul-uniao-europeia-nao-s
era-assinado-sem-ajuste-diz-lula

https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/economia/noticia/
2023-06/acordo-mercosul-ue-inibe-industria-bra
sileira-alertam-especialistas

https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/economia/noticia/
2023-06/acordo-mercosul-ue-inibe-industria-bra
sileira-alertam-especialistas#

https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/internacional/notic
ia/2023-06/inaceitavel-diz-lula-sobre-proposta-d
a-ue-para-acordo-com-mercosul

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/lula-diz
-querer-acordo-com-a-ue-mas-afirma-que-carta-
ao-mercosul-faz-ameaca-a-parceiro-estrategico/

https://www.gov.br/siscomex/pt-br/acordos-comer
ciais/mercosul-uniao-europeia

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail
/pt/qanda_19_3375

https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/politica/noticia/20
23-07/acordo-entre-ue-e-mercosul-pode-sair-em
-2023-diz-presidente-lula

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/economia/acordo-m
ercosul-ue-perde-forca-apesar-de-ida-de-lula-a-b
elgica-dizem-fontes-do-governo/

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/i
ndex.php?title=Mercosur-EU_-_international_trad
e_in_goods_statistics&oldid=581432

- “The return of Coalition 
Presidentialism with Lula III”

All links were accessed on 30 aug. 2023.

https://www.olb.org.br/a-retomada-do-governo-de
-coalizao-em-um-novo-governo-lula/

https://www.camara.leg.br/deputados/bancada-atu
al

https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/noticia/2023/06/
uniao-brasil-foi-menos-fiel-ao-governo-que-parti
dos-fora-da-base-como-pp-e-republicanos-veja-r
anking.ghtml

IR beyond IR section

All links were accessed on 31 aug. 2023.

https://the-handmaids-tale.fandom.com/wiki/Repu
blic_of_Gilead_(Series)#Foreign_Relations

https://www.reddit.com/r/TheHandmaidsTale/com
ments/g75sbd/no_spoilers_when_did_the_rest_of
_the_world/

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1079082

https://www.reddit.com/r/TheHandmaidsTale/com
ments/xypct6/foreign_relations/

https://the-handmaids-tale.fandom.com/wiki/Repu
blic_of_Gilead_(Series)

https://www.quora.com/In-The-Handmaids-Tale-w
hy-hasnt-the-U-N-or-the-E-U-done-anything-ab
out-Gilead
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https://www.reddit.com/r/TheHandmaidsTale/com
ments/69whww/political_geographyforeign_relatio
ns_in_gilead/

https://the-handmaids-tale.fandom.com/wiki/Infer
tility

bIzarRe

All links were accessed on 1 sept. 2023.

https://headtopics.com/br/suecia-quer-mudar-lei-
de-1956-que-exige-permiss-o-para-dancar-37705
857

https://www.thelocal.se/20230310/swedens-gover
nment-finalises-bill-to-end-ban-on-spontaneous-
dancing

https://www.altoastral.com.br/famosos/conheca-m
anias-rei-charles-iii-monarca-reino-unido.phtml

https://www.en-vols.com/en/inspirations-en/cultur
e-en/charles-iii-travel-strange-habits/

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/warner-bro
s-defends-barbie-banned-vietnam-south-china-s
ea-map-rcna93013

https://www.forbes.com/sites/roberthart/2023/07/
07/warner-bros-defends-child-like-map-that-got-
barbie-banned-in-vietnam/?sh=21e74f9437bd


